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Abstract: Linguistic diversity plays a crucial role in shaping cultural identity and global discourse. How-

ever, the rapid decline of endangered languages poses a significant threat to cultural heritage and 

knowledge systems. This study examines the relationship between endangered languages and cultural 

identity, highlighting their impact on indigenous communities and the broader global dialogue. Using 

qualitative research methods, including literature review and case studies, this paper explores the socio-

cultural, political, and economic factors contributing to language endangerment. The findings reveal 

that the loss of linguistic diversity weakens cultural identity and limits perspectives in global discussions. 

Furthermore, language revitalization efforts demonstrate the potential for preserving heritage while 

fostering intercultural understanding. This research emphasizes the need for policies and initiatives that 

support endangered language preservation, ensuring that linguistic diversity remains a vital component 

of global discourse. 
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1. Introduction 

Linguistic diversity is a fundamental aspect of human culture and communica-

tion, serving as a key element in shaping individual and collective identities 

(Kridalaksana, 2008). However, the rapid decline of endangered languages has raised 

concerns among linguists, anthropologists, and policymakers worldwide. According 

to UNESCO (2010), nearly 43% of the world's languages are at risk of extinction, 

primarily due to globalization, urbanization, and sociopolitical factors. The loss of 

these languages signifies not only the disappearance of linguistic structures but also 

the erosion of cultural knowledge, oral traditions, and indigenous worldviews (Su-

wandi, 2014). Understanding the significance of endangered languages in global dis-

course is essential for fostering inclusive communication and preserving cultural di-

versity. 
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Research on endangered languages has demonstrated their vital role in main-

taining cultural heritage and identity. Scholars such as Alwi (2003) argue that language 

is intricately linked to cultural identity, influencing traditions, social norms, and his-

torical consciousness. The decline of linguistic diversity leads to homogenization, re-

ducing the plurality of perspectives in academic, social, and political discussions 

(Chaer, 2009). Furthermore, language loss impacts indigenous communities dispro-

portionately, often resulting in cultural marginalization and diminished self-determi-

nation (Lauder, 2015). By examining the socio-cultural implications of endangered 

languages, this study highlights the necessity of preservation initiatives to sustain lin-

guistic and cultural pluralism. 

Despite growing awareness of language endangerment, there remains a signif-

icant gap in effective revitalization strategies and policies. Previous studies have pri-

marily focused on documentation and linguistic description (Moeliono, 1985), yet 

comprehensive community-driven efforts for language sustainability are still limited. 

While some revitalization projects have succeeded, such as those for Balinese and 

Sundanese (Sudaryanto, 1993), many endangered languages lack institutional support 

and resources. This research addresses this gap by analyzing the effectiveness of 

preservation policies and exploring innovative approaches to language revitalization. 

The urgency of this research lies in the growing rate of language extinction and 

its implications for global discourse. As languages disappear, valuable cultural 

knowledge, including ecological wisdom, oral literature, and indigenous epistemolo-

gies, is lost (Halim, 1981). This study underscores the importance of integrating en-

dangered languages into mainstream education, media, and policy-making to ensure 

their survival. By fostering an environment that supports multilingualism, societies 

can promote intercultural understanding and cognitive diversity, enriching global con-

versations on cultural identity and sustainability. 

This study aims to explore the role of endangered languages in shaping cultural 

identity and their contribution to global discourse. Through a qualitative analysis of 

linguistic preservation efforts, this research seeks to highlight best practices for sus-

taining endangered languages while emphasizing their significance in fostering inclu-

sive and diverse communication networks. The findings of this study will contribute 

to ongoing discussions on linguistic diversity, offering insights for policymakers, ed-

ucators, and language advocates dedicated to cultural and linguistic preservation. 

 



The Global Language & Literature Review 2025 (February), vol. 1, no. 1, Mahardika, et al. 10 of 14 
 

 

2. Preliminaries or Related Work or Literature Review 

The theoretical foundation of this study is based on linguistic relativity, socio-

linguistics, and language preservation theories. According to Sapir and Whorf (1956), 

linguistic relativity suggests that language shapes human thought and worldview. In 

this context, the loss of an endangered language can lead to the disappearance of 

unique cognitive frameworks and cultural expressions (Kridalaksana, 2008). This per-

spective highlights the importance of linguistic diversity in maintaining a broad spec-

trum of human experiences and knowledge systems. 

Sociolinguistic theories emphasize the relationship between language and soci-

ety, where language functions as a marker of identity and group cohesion (Fishman, 

1991). Alwi (2003) states that language is an essential component of cultural identity, 

influencing social interactions and traditions. When a language declines, its speakers 

may experience cultural disintegration and loss of heritage, affecting their sense of 

belonging (Lauder, 2015). This study draws upon these sociolinguistic insights to ex-

amine how endangered languages contribute to identity formation and community 

resilience. 

Previous studies on language endangerment have focused on documentation 

and linguistic description (Moeliono, 1985). However, scholars such as Sudaryanto 

(1993) argue that revitalization efforts must go beyond documentation to include ac-

tive use in education, media, and daily communication. Hinton (2011) highlights suc-

cessful revitalization programs, such as those for Maori and Hawaiian languages, 

demonstrating that policy support and community engagement are critical for lan-

guage preservation. This study builds upon these findings to evaluate current strate-

gies for revitalizing endangered languages in Indonesia. 

Another relevant theoretical framework is the concept of language ecology, 

which views languages as part of a broader cultural and social ecosystem (Mühlhäu-

sler, 1996). This perspective suggests that the survival of endangered languages de-

pends on their integration into economic, political, and educational structures. Halim 

(1981) emphasizes the role of government policies in sustaining linguistic diversity, 

arguing that language preservation requires systematic support at multiple levels. This 

study applies the language ecology framework to assess the effectiveness of existing 

policies and propose innovative approaches for linguistic sustainability. 



The Global Language & Literature Review 2025 (February), vol. 1, no. 1, Mahardika, et al. 11 of 14 
 

 

By synthesizing insights from linguistic relativity, sociolinguistics, and language 

ecology, this research provides a comprehensive understanding of endangered lan-

guages and their significance in global discourse. The findings will contribute to the 

academic discussion on linguistic diversity and offer practical recommendations for 

language preservation initiatives. 

3. Proposed Method 

This study employs a qualitative research design to analyze the role of endangered 

languages in global discourse. A case study approach is used to examine various lan-

guage preservation initiatives in Indonesia. The research population consists of indig-

enous language speakers, linguists, cultural activists, and policymakers involved in lan-

guage preservation efforts (Moeliono, 1985). A purposive sampling technique is ap-

plied to select participants who have significant experience in language revitalization 

(Sudaryanto, 1993). 

Data collection techniques include in-depth interviews, participant observations, 

and document analysis. Semi-structured interviews are conducted with language 

preservation practitioners to gather insights into the challenges and strategies em-

ployed in maintaining endangered languages (Halim, 1981). Observations are carried 

out in linguistic communities to analyze the patterns of language use in everyday in-

teractions (Lauder, 2015). Additionally, policy documents and language revitalization 

reports are analyzed to assess governmental and institutional support for endangered 

languages (Kridalaksana, 2008). 

The collected data is analyzed using thematic analysis, where recurring themes 

and patterns related to linguistic preservation, identity, and policy interventions are 

identified (Fishman, 1991). NVivo software is used to facilitate data coding and cate-

gorization. The validity of the findings is ensured through triangulation, comparing 

data from multiple sources to achieve comprehensive and credible interpretations 

(Alwi, 2003). Reliability is maintained by following standardized procedures in data 

collection and analysis (Chaer, 2009). 

This research model integrates sociolinguistic, cognitive, and ecological perspec-

tives on language preservation. By adopting a multidisciplinary approach, the study 

aims to provide holistic insights into the role of endangered languages in cultural iden-

tity formation and their significance in global discourse. 
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4. Results and Discussion 

Data Collection Process 

This study was conducted over a period of six months, from January to June 

2024, in various regions of Indonesia where endangered languages are still spoken. 

The primary data were collected through structured interviews and participant obser-

vations with native speakers, language activists, and local community leaders. Second-

ary data were obtained from linguistic research reports, government policy docu-

ments, and academic journals on language preservation (Suryadinata, 2023; Prihan-

toro, 2022). 

Findings and Analysis 

The study identified three major factors contributing to the endangerment of 

indigenous languages: globalization, urbanization, and lack of institutional support. 

The impact of globalization has resulted in a language shift where younger generations 

prefer using dominant national or international languages over their native tongues 

(Setiawan & Ramadhani, 2021). Urbanization has led to migration and assimilation, 

further reducing the use of indigenous languages in daily interactions (Widodo, 2023). 

Moreover, limited government initiatives in linguistic preservation have exacerbated 

the decline (Amin & Hartanto, 2022). 

Table 1 presents the frequency of language usage across different age groups 

in three selected regions: 

Age Group Frequent Use (%) Occasional Use (%) Rarely Use (%) 

10-20 20% 35% 45% 

21-40 30% 40% 30% 

41-60 50% 30% 20% 

61+ 70% 20% 10% 

(Source: Research Data, 2024) 

The table above shows a significant decline in language use among the younger 

population, reinforcing the need for revitalization efforts. Similar trends have been 

observed in previous studies (Yusuf & Haryanto, 2021), suggesting an urgent require-

ment for educational policies promoting bilingualism. 

Interpretation and Implications 

The findings of this study align with previous research indicating that the survival 

of endangered languages largely depends on community-driven initiatives and gov-

ernment support (Susanto, 2023). The role of digital media in language preservation 
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is also highlighted, as social media and mobile applications have proven effective in 

revitalization programs (Rahman & Utami, 2023). Implementing language preserva-

tion policies, such as integrating indigenous languages into school curricula, can con-

tribute to their sustainability (Firdaus, 2022). 

Future research should focus on evaluating the effectiveness of existing preser-

vation programs and exploring new strategies for digital engagement. This study con-

tributes to linguistic diversity discourse by emphasizing the socio-cultural importance 

of endangered languages and advocating for their integration into global communica-

tion frameworks. 

 

5. Conclusions and Recommendations 

The findings of this study highlight the critical role of linguistic diversity in 

preserving cultural identity, emphasizing that endangered languages are increasingly 

at risk due to globalization, urbanization, and inadequate institutional support (Se-

tiawan & Ramadhani, 2021). The analysis revealed that younger generations are shift-

ing away from native languages, leading to a decline in intergenerational language 

transmission. However, community-driven initiatives and digital media platforms 

have shown potential in revitalization efforts, aligning with previous studies on lan-

guage preservation (Susanto, 2023; Rahman & Utami, 2023). 

Based on these findings, it is recommended that policymakers integrate indig-

enous languages into educational curricula and develop digital tools for language 

learning. Strengthening local community involvement and providing institutional sup-

port are crucial steps toward ensuring the sustainability of endangered languages (Fir-

daus, 2022). Future research should explore the effectiveness of language preservation 

policies and the impact of digital platforms in linguistic revitalization. 

Despite its contributions, this study has limitations, particularly in terms of ge-

ographic scope and sample size. Broader studies encompassing diverse linguistic com-

munities and comparative analyses with international case studies would further en-

hance the understanding of endangered language preservation strategies. By address-

ing these aspects, future research can contribute to more comprehensive and effective 

language sustainability frameworks (Yusuf & Haryanto, 2021). 

 

 

 



The Global Language & Literature Review 2025 (February), vol. 1, no. 1, Mahardika, et al. 14 of 14 
 

 

References 

[1] Alwi, H., Kamus Besar Bahasa Indonesia. Jakarta: Balai Pustaka, 2003. 

[2] Chaer, A., Linguistik Umum. Jakarta: Rineka Cipta, 2009. 

[3] Fishman, J. A., Reversing Language Shift: Theoretical and Empirical Foundations of Assistance to Threatened Lan-

guages. Clevedon: Multilingual Matters, 1991. 

[4] Halim, A., Fonologi Bahasa Indonesia. Jakarta: Pusat Pembinaan dan Pengembangan Bahasa, 1981. 

[5] Hinton, L., The Green Book of Language Revitalization in Practice. San Diego: Academic Press, 2011. 

[6] Kridalaksana, H., Pembentukan Kata dalam Bahasa Indonesia. Jakarta: Gramedia Pustaka Utama, 2008. 

[7] Lauder, M. R., Bahasa dan Identitas Nasional. Yogyakarta: Penerbit Ombak, 2015. 

[8] Moeliono, A., Tata Bahasa Baku Bahasa Indonesia. Jakarta: Balai Pustaka, 1985. 

[9] Mühlhäusler, P., Linguistic Ecology: Language Change and Linguistic Imperialism in the Pacific Region. London: 

Routledge, 1996. 

[10] Sapir, E., and B. L. Whorf, Language, Thought, and Reality: Selected Writings of Benjamin Lee Whorf. Cam-

bridge, MA: MIT Press, 1956. 

[11] Sudaryanto, Metode dan Aneka Teknik Analisis Bahasa. Yogyakarta: Duta Wacana University Press, 1993. 

[12] Suwandi, S., Bahasa dan Budaya: Perspektif Linguistik Antropologi. Surabaya: Airlangga University Press, 

2014. 

 


